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Q. H OW  D O  YO U  F E E L  A B O U T  C H I L D R E N  R E T U R N I N G  TO  S C H O O L  I N  S E P T E M B E R ?

“I have mixed feelings  
[about it].”

Christine Spina-Munro 
Brick

“I think as of right now, with 
what’s going on, it’s not a good 

idea and I think we should 
listen to the science and go off 
of that rather than politics.”

Olivia Galinis 
Brielle

“I sort of do want to go back 
to school because I really  
don’t want to do online  

school again.”
Sarah Schrader 
Point Pleasant

“I am an educator myself so 
I have mixed emotions. I feel 
that children need to go back 

for their routine and to combat 
some of the anxieties of being 
home. However, there are a lot 
of factors that come into play 
and they need to be addressed 
to make sure that the environ-
ment is safe for them to return 

[as well as] the educators.”
Christine Hartz 
Wall Township

STREET BEAT
Interviews and  
photographs by  

Daniella  
Heminghaus

Regatta season gets underway with fewer events
Smooth sailing curtailed 
by COVID-19 pandemic

BY LARISSA FORESE
THE OCEAN STAR

The Metedeconk River 
Yacht Club [MCYC] has re-
turned to the water follow -
ing COVID-19 restrictions. 

The event list may be an 
abbreviated version of the 
normal sailing season, but 
�rst-year Commodore Pedro 
Escandon was determined 
to put something together 
for his members of all ages 
and all sailing levels. 

“Everything is very scaled 
back, unfortunately,” Escan-
don said. “We’re similar to 
everybody else. We’re try -
ing to make the best of a 
not-great situation. We can-
celed a lot of our big events 
this summer … and there 
are some August events that 
haven’t been canceled yet, 
but might be depending on 
where we are as a state.” 

One of the biggest regat -
tas in the area, the Vivian K. 
Dooren Junior Powder Pu� 
Regatta, was set for the sec-
ond Friday in July, but was 
canceled and rescheduled 
for July 9, 2021 as its return 
date. 

But the all-female regatta 
was just the first of many 
events to be canceled, not 
only by the MCYC but oth -
er members of the Barnegat 
Bay Yacht Racing Associa-
tion [BBYRA]. 

RETURNING TO THE WATER
Making some tough deci -

sions, Mr. Escandon and his 
o�cers were determined to 
form some sort of season 
from the ashes of COVID-19 
and were successful. Just last 
week, the MCYC Tuesday 
and Thursday racing series 
set sail, while other regattas, 
like the JetStar, are clinging 
to their August dates. 

One hurdle Mr. Escandon 
faced with the club’s week -
day series were the older 
members volunteering for 

race committees, patrol 
boats and marks in the wa -
ter. Working with the re-
strictions, the club has found 
solutions despite starting a 
few months later. 

According to the commo -
dore, the MCYC is current -
ly using government marks 
to help limit the number of 
boats and have the start and 
�nish line at the same desti-
nation. 

“Normally these series 
start at the end of April or 
the beginning of May … the 
limitations are going to be 
di�cult, especially with a lot 
of our patrol volunteers are 
older members. So we found 
a way to limit the number of 
people on boats so we can 
keep the required distance 
and cut down on the number 
of patrol boats in the water,” 
Mr. Escandon said. “Every -
thing is simpli�ed in order 
to follow guidelines and get 
our adults sailing in the wa-
ter.”

JUNIOR PROGRAMS
Mr.  Escandon a lso 

jump-started the junior sail-
ing program, which opened 
July 6, the same date as sum-
mer camp reopenings. Some 
changes were made, includ-
ing all instructors arriving 
a week prior to opening to 
learn the new guidelines and 
protocols to keep all sailors 
safe. 

The MCYC has installed 
di�erent ways to have sail-
ors maintain social distanc-
ing while they rig, clean and 
retrieve their boats. All sail-
ors will have their tempera-
ture checked upon arrival as 
well. 

Swimming at the riv -
er-front club has also re -
sumed with restrictions, 
including no competition 
outside of the MCYC. Al-
though Mr. Escandon hopes 
his MCYC swimmers can 
showcase their talents 
against other clubs eventu-
ally, he and his o�cers have 
decided to work with in-
trasquad scrimmages twice 

a week to keep the season 
somewhat competit ive. 
The Shore Summer Swim 
League, in which the MCYC 
competes, has also been can-
celed for the season. 

“We’re hoping as the sea-
son goes on that other clubs 
will be doing the same thing 
and we will find a way to 
have swim meets with those 
other clubs, as long as re-
strictions are lifted,” Escan-
don said. 

“Hopefully we can get an 
informal league going, too, 
but it all depends on the re-
strictions getting eased. But 
so far, our members have 
been supportive and work -
ing with us.”

RESTORING PROGRAMS, BBYRA
The MCYC does have 

experience in working to-
gether to overcome hurdles, 
especially after Superstorm 
Sandy claimed the club and 

forced all o�cers and mem-
bers to work hand-in-hand 
to restore the club. 

One major di�erence Mr. 
Escandon pointed out is that 
there was a playbook for re-
covering from a storm but 
not a pandemic. 

“Sandy was an unbeliev -
able challenge, but at least 
we were able to get together. 
In March, we were imme -
diately separated from each 
other and the club,” Mr. Es-
candon said. 

“So with Sandy we could 
get together and work on the 
club. There was a purpose 
and something to do. This 
time around, there was a lot 
of waiting around and won-
dering if we could even do 
anything.”

Similar to high school ath-
letic directors and coaches, 
Mr. Escandon was sending 
sailing-related content to 

his members, while he and 
his o�cers met a few times 
a week. The MCYC head 
also meets virtually with the 
BBRYA and confirms the 
association’s Championship 
Series will be happening this 
season. 

Normally beginning in 
June, the Championship Se-
ries will begin in August and 
run for �ve weekends. 

The series has also ex-
panded to include the Laser 

fleet in hopes of encour-
aging junior sailors to par-
ticipate. Mr. Escandon also 
confirmed the BBRYA has 
waived all fees for junior 
sailors due to the lack of 
competition they will have 
this season. 

“We all have done the best 
we can … and I think our pa-
tience has paid o�,” he said. 
“The time we put in and the 
thought we put in, the sac-
rifices made to make this 
season happen have paid o�. 
Now will be the real chal-
lenge. Now that we can get 
together, we have to try to 
live up to and respect the 
guidelines.” 

Larissa Forese can be reached at 
lforese@theoceanstar.com or 732-
899-7606 Ext 111. Follow her on 
Twitter @lforeseos.

“Now will be the real 
challenge. Now that 
we can get together, 

we have to try to live 
up to and respect the 

guidelines.’’
PEDRO ESCANDON, Metedeconk 

River Yacht Club Commodore
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The Metedeconk River Yacht Club [MCYC] Commodore Pedro Escandon and his of�cers put together a 
shortened sailing season including events for the club’s members, weekday series for adults, the junior 
sailing program and swim programs.
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The Vivian K. Dooren Junior Powder Puff Regatta was one of the many events canceled by the 
Metedeconk River Yacht Club this sailing season due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The event has been 
rescheduled for the 2021 season.
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The Metedeconk River Yacht Club is running Tuesday and Thursday night series for adult sailors with restrictions due to COVID-19. This sail-
ing season the club has limited the amount of volunteers on the water and the boats are using government marks to comply with guidelines. 


